Civil Liberties: Reading Questions I

Read pages 82-85 of The Challenge of Democracy (handout) and the text of the Bill
of Rights. Then, please respond to each of the following questions in several well-
crafted paragraphs.

1. Who were the Federalists? Who were the Antifederalists? What were the
objectives of each group?

2. What were the Federalist Papers? In Federalist No. 10, what did James Madison
mean by the term “faction”? According to Madison, what dangers were posed by
factions?

3. Why did some of the framers of the Constitution believe that it was
unnecessary to include a specific list of the people’s rights? Why did some believe that
the addition of such a Bill of Rights might even be dangerous?

4. In your own words, summarize the rights guaranteed by each of the ten (10)
amendments which comprise the Bill of Rights.

5. Aside from the rights guaranteed by the First Amendment, which of the rights
contained in the Bill of Rights are most important to you? Why?

6. Are there any fundamental rights which you believe have been omitted from
the Bill of Rights? What are they, and why are they so important?
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