© (1893-1978) was a leader in Kenya’s ::truggie : :

EN?Rﬁﬁ%}CTE@N ]omo Kenyatta

~ against British.rule. In 1964, he became the!

first preﬂdent of an independcnt Keiya,

;Through this fable, Kenydfra describes how

the Buropéars took.control of muich of Afrzca
durmg the Age of Imperlahsm

V@mbuidm Before you iedd 1he salecuon

- find the T meaning of these words in a dicmcm—

| _elephant went to his friend .

ary: tgpm01l mtm_caay, 1elevant, ve_rdzct.

nce upona time an’ elephant madc a
fuendsh:p with a'man. One-day a.-
heavy 1hunderstorm broke out. The |
. and said to

- ‘him: “My deargood man, wﬂ] you please let

me. put my trunk inside your hut to keep 1t
out of this torrential rain?” The man
rephed “My dear good clepham my. hut iqs
very smail, but there isroom for your trunk
and myseif. .

: ﬂung {he man out in the rain.

The 'man . ... started to grumbie the ani-
mal‘s heard the noise and cameto-see
what was the mateer. - In’this turmoil the”
lion camé dlong roarmg, and said in a joud
vaite: “Don’t you all know that 1 am the King
of the Jungle! .
_'to appoint a Commmsmn of Enquiry to
g0 thoroughly mto this matter and repolt

o ~accordingly.” .

The elephant obeymg the command of
his master, got. busy with other ministers o
‘appoint the C ommission of Enquiry- . On
sceing.the personnel, the man protcsled and

- dsked if it was not ne.cessary_to include in this
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- Jomo Kex_iyéita.

+was told that it was 1mposszb]e sifice no on
A __;';undersl:and the mtrl(:acy of jungle law...
The Re::Hon. M, Eiephant was ﬁrst, called /He

’ “Gemlemen of the jungle :
- régarded it a8 my duty to protect ‘the mp e

‘hut from being biown away by a hurrlcane As

Cturn the undevclopea spdce to a morf: e‘
- Romic use by-sitting in it myself., . "

: concluswe ev:clence the, Commission

+ sion cut him short, saying: “My . good man

7 But what followed? As soon . { - please confiné yourself’ to relevant issues.

as the elephant put h1s trunk 1ﬂ31de the hut 4
_developed space inyour hut was, occupzed b

But at this point the Commzsezon declas
“that they had heard sufficient evidence from

.T-command my ministers

‘of your ideas. We consider that Mr 'k
“has fulfilled his sacred duty of proteczma ¥

stage of expanmon wh1ch Would enable YOU

Commﬁsxon =r member from hig srde Bm he

from his side was well enoug,h educated w0

The: Commission sat to tdke the cv1dence

came aiong with a superior aif, Andsai

oI have alwa
of my friends.*. , . He invired me to save h

the humcane had gamed aceess owing to the
unoccuphed space m the hut I consxdered i

" After hearmg the Rt. Hon. Mr. Elephams,;

then calied the: man, who ’Degan to'give h
OWI ar_count of:the d1spute But the Comm'

All ' we wish.you to-tell us is whether theé un-

anyone else before Mr. Eiephant assumeéed i
position?” The man began o say: “Ney it
il

both.sides, . . After-enjoying a delicious me
at the cxpense of the Rt, Hon. Mr. Elephcm
they reachied theirverdict. . ~“In-our epini
this disputé has arisen thmugh a regrettab
misunderstanding due to the backwa"‘ nes
}epha

interests. As it is clearly for jour good’ ‘that:
the space should'be put to its. Anost-cconol
use, and as you yourself have not reachtd i




N . Mr. Elephdm shall
ronninte his etcupation of your
hut. but' we.give you permission
e look for a site where'you can
build anoth’erhut more suited o
YOUE needs -

The man, havmg no alterria-
ive. and fearing that his refusal
might expose him to the teeth

i claws of members of the
( i::'nﬂfﬂiSSi@ﬂ, did as they suggest-
ec. But no sooner had he builr
another hut-than Mr Rhinoceros.
chargediin with his-horn Towered
and ordered the man to quit, |, .
1his procedure was. repeated un-
i Mr. Buffalo, Mr: Leopard, Mr.
Hvena and the rest were all ac-
commodated with new huts.
Then-the man decided that he
must adopt an effective method

of protection, since Commissions
of Enquiry did not seem to be of - .
anyuse 1o him. ‘He sat down and bdld “N g’
enda thi ndagaga motegi,” which %nezaliy

means “there is nothing that treads onthe, . |

garth i‘:hat cannot be trapped,” o in other
words, you can fool people for a time, but
mot fozever L
Early one mormng . he went ourand
buﬂt a bigger and better hul a little d1stant
zway No 5ooner had Mz, Rhmoccros seen it
than he came rushing in, ‘only to find Mr. Ele-~
phant was already inside, scund asleep. Mr.
kopafd next came td the window, Mr. Lion,
Mr.Fox and Mr. Buffalo entered the doors,
while: Mr. Hyena howled r a [)}cLL” in the
shade arid Mr. Alligator basked on the rdof,

Fresently they all began disputing about their _

Vllé,his of penétration . . . and while they. were

‘lFembroiled together the man set the'huron |-

-lite-and burnt it to the ground, jungle lords

. 1nd all: Then he went home, _e:.aymg “Peace is
mstly, but it's worth the expeme "and hved
lw ppﬁy ever aﬁer ;

Four artists i Zaire colishorated on this drawing, ‘I
“h Monsieur e Professeur Van Hove,” done in
1948, Compare the way these painters use birds {
anck gnimals in their drawing with the writer's yse

of animals m this fable, )

Source: Jomo Kenvanta, from f”czcmg Mounz Kernya,

| sélected and edited by Chinua Achebe and C. L:
- Innes. Reprinted hy permission of Mamn Sesker and
Warburg lelted

i Whar is the Commlssmn 5 explmanon '
for siding with Lhe depham in the .
~ dispute?. :

2. How does the man solve his prob]un '
with the animals?

3. §ymh@§mmg Information Exp}am
how the story illustrates the. relationship
between Africans and Europeans durmg
the Age of Impenahsm
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