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The Purposes of Government: Reading Questions 
 

Read The Challenge of Democracy (pp. 3-17) and respond to the following in well-
developed paragraphs: 
 
 1.  Define these terms: 
 
  * Freedom Of   * Social Equality 
  * Freedom From   * Equality of Opportunity 
  * Order   * Equality of Outcome 
  * Political Equality 
 
 2.  Analyze and compare the charts on pages 15 & 20.  What do the charts 
appear to reveal about American political values?  In your view, do they 
accurately reflect our public values? 
 
 3.  Of the 3 political values discussed on pages 10-17 (freedom, order and 
equality), which do you believe is most important?  Why?  Refer to specific 
governmental actions and policies to support your response.   
 
 4.  What are the purposes of government?  How well does American 
Democracy achieve these purposes?   
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