
Reading Questions: “Imperialists Divide Africa”  
(Patterns of Interaction, pp. 685-9.) 

 
Directions:  Respond to the following in well-developed paragraphs. 

 
1. Define the following terms:  Imperialism; Social Darwinism; Nationalism; Berlin Conference. 

 
2. Create a diagram identifying and defining the four major motives for European Imperialism in 

Africa.  Also, briefly discuss which of these motives you believe to be most powerful and explain 
why.  (See also the chart on p. 710.) 

 
3. Who was David Livingstone?  Henry Stanley?  What roles did they play in the colonization of 

Africa? 
 

4. Who was King Leopold II and what actions did he take in the Congo? 
 

5. How were racism and Social Darwinism used to justify European colonization of Africa? 
 

6. Explain how “external” and “internal” forces made it easier for the Europeans to colonize Africa? 
 

7. What happened at the Berlin Conference of 1884-85?  Explain its historical significance. 
 

8. Complete the “Geography Skillbuilder” on page 688.   
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