Why did Europeans become interestad
in Africa?

Why were millions of Africans sent as
siaves to the Americas?

How did the Atlantic slave trade affect
Africa?

Vocabulary

abolisicn, &

in the-mid-1700s, 11-year-old Olaudah Bqui-
ano was kidnapped from his home in Nigeria
and sold to slave traders. Bound in chains,
he and hundreeds of others like him were
marched to the ceast. There, 4 slave ship wait-
ed at anchor, ready to carry its human cargo
to the Americas.

Olaudah Equiano lived many years as a
slave in the Americas before he was able to
buy his freedom. Later, he wrote a book de-
scribing the terrors of his voyage into slavery.

€6 1 was immediately handled, and
tossed up to see if | were sound, by
some of the crew, and 1 was now per-
suaded that I had gotten into a workd
of bad spirits, and that they were
going to kill me. Thelr complexions,
o0, differing so much from ours,
their long hair, and the language they

. fmspokKe . . cynited to confirm me in
- this belief | ..

The closeness of the place and the
heat of the climate, added to the
number in the ship, which was so
crowdled that each had scarcely room
o turn himself almost suffocated
us. #9

From the 1500s to the 1800s, slave traders
sent an estimated 10 to 15 million Africans

across the Atlantic o the Americas. In some
areas, the slave trade had an unsetding im-
pact. This deadly commerce in human beings
came to dominate relations among Europe,
Africa, and the Americas.

Exploring the Coast of Africa

The first direct contacts between Euro- -

peans and the peoples of West Africa oc-
curred in the earty 1400s. By then, Portugal’s
Prince Henry was looking for a sea rouie
around Africa 0 India. He sent explorers to
map the coast of West Africa. Prince Henry al-
so hoped to find the kingdoms of West Africa,
which had large resources of gold.

Gradually, Portuguese sallors explored the
African coast. In 1488, Bartholomeu Dias
rounded the southern tip of Africa. len years
fater, Vasco da Gama followed Dias’s route
and reached India by sea.

The Portuguese and other Buropedns
buile small trading stations on the coast. They
traded with the peoples of West Africa, ex-
changing iron and copper for fish, sugar,
ivory, gold, and pepper. The Europeans also
brought Christian missionaries, who set out
1o convert Africans to Christlanity.

Trade in Human Beings

During the 1400s, Buropeans bought a
few Africans as slaves and carried them to
Europe. The demand for staves was Hmited,
however, until Buropeans began 1o setde the
Americas. European rulers required a large
labor force to make their American col-
onies profitable. Ar first, they used Native

- Americans to mine goid and silver and to

work their plantations, but many died. (See
page 460.) Europeans then looked to Alrica.
They thought that Africans would be able ©
survive in the tropical climates of the Car
thbean and Central America.

Slavery in Africa, Forcing people inio
slavery did not begin in the 1500s. In Africa,
as elsewhere around the world, slavery had
existed since ancient times, Most slaves in
Africa were people who had been captured in
war. Others had sold themseives into stavery
during times of famine,
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In many African societies, slaves were part
of the community. They were treated as ser-
vants rather than property. According 1o an
Ashanti saying, ‘A slave who knows how to
serve inherits his master’s property” In time,
siaves or their children often became full
members of the society.

The Atlantie slave trade, Furopeans, how-
ever, introduced slavery on & massive scale. At
the height of the slave trade in the 17005, up
1o 60,000 Africans a vear were packed into the
airless holds of slave ships. Many did not live
through the “middle passage” across the
Atlantic, This vast, forced rmigration moved
the surviving Africans thousands of miles from
their homes.

As the demand for slaves grew, so did the
profits to be made from the slave trade. By the
1600s, a trade network, with people as cargo,
linked Africa, Burope, and the Americas,

Racism quickly took root. Many whites in
Burope and the Americas came to look on
Africans as inferior humans. Some even tried
to back up their hias with so-called “scientific
proof” of racial differences. Racism was used
o justify treating Africans as property.

Slaves for guns. European slave traders
relied on local African rulers to supply them
with slaves. They paid for slaves with guns and
other manufactured goods. Armed with guns,
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African slave traders attacked villages, taking
many prisoners,

Many captives resisted, but only a few es.
caped. Once on board ship, some Africang
tried to organize rebellions. Gthers jumped
overhoard to avoid a life of stavery, Many died
of diseases that spread rapidly in the filthy
crowded conditions of a ship’s hold, The
Atlantic slave trade lasted about 400 years,
During that time, it may have caused the
deaths of as many as 20 or 30 million Africans,

Ending the Slave Trade

‘It is cur will that in these kingdoms
there should not be any trade of slaves nor
outlet for them.” King Affonsc, a Christian
African ruler, made this proclamation in 1326
to the Portuguese government. Affonso had
seen the misery of the slave trade, but his ef
forts to stop it failed.

Some people in Europe spoke out against
siavery. However, their voices also went un-
heeded. In the 1700s, a few important Baro-
pean thinkers began o talk about human
rights and o oppose stavery. Abolition, or the
movement to end slavery, slowly gamed force.
The Quakers, a religious group, were strong
supporters of abolition. Later, in Britain and
the United States, many free blacks such as

. Tms
rare ;Jamtmg, dane by an-
Eniglish officer on a siave shi
Shows human cargo cramme
in the hold of a ship: g v
,desperate atlempt to .
esCape their cap’{oi‘s some
Afticans jumped gvérboard
Human Rights What human
rights’ guaranteed by the Bl
of ﬂlghts of the United State
‘Constltutmn viers denied
those who were enslaved? -.




Olzudah Bquizno and Frederick Douglass
struggied tirelessly against slavery. By telling
about their own experiences, they exposed
the evils of the system.

In 1807, Britain outlawed the slave trade.
vater, the British convinced other natons 10
accept the ban, Many people, however, broke
the law and continued to ship Africans o the
Americas illegally. Also, the ban on the slave
wrade did not end slavery. Under pressure
from abolitionists, Britain outlawed slavery in
its empire in 1834, Slavery, which contributed
.0 the outhbreak of the Civil War, continued in
the United States until 1865.

FHacts of the Slave Trade

As Furopean nations began to industrial-
ize, slavery became Jess profitable. Instead af
slaves from Africa, Furopeans needed Africa's
raw materials for their factories. However, 400
years of the slave trade had a lasting effect on
Africa as well as on other areas of the world.

{n some parts of Africa, the slave trade had
little or no impact. In other areas, however, it
disrupted whole societies. Sometimes the
stave trade encouraged wars and increased
tensions among neighboring peoples. In West
Africa, for example, the rulers of the Ashanti
and Dahomey attacked their neighbors to
take slaves. They exchanged slaves for guns,
which they used to dominate trade and bsild
strong states,

When slave raiders attacked small coramu-
nities, econamic life suffered, Raiders seized
healthy young men and women. Without
strong hands to plant and harvest, the com-
munity faced disaster. No one knows how
many small communities mdy have disap-
peared in this way.

The siave trade also thrived in East Africa.
There, some African rulers delivered captives
to Arab merchants, who sent their human
cargoes to the Middle East and North Africa. As
in West Africa, the slave trade in East Africa led
to the rise of strong new states. During the
late 1800s, Mirambo, ruler of the Nyamwezi,
built 2 centralized state. He traded slaves for
guns aned extended his power over a large re-
gion of what is today Tanzania, At about the
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Mitions of Africans were captured and sold
inta slavery from the 1500s to the 1800s.
This trade in enslaved Africans caused great
suffering and lasting hardships iy African
sorieties,

1. Region Which reglons of Africa were the
hornelands of most of the people who
were enslaved?

2, Movement {a) What were the destinations
of the siave trade? (b) Describe the route
of the slave trade from East Africa to Brazil.

3. Applying Information Why do you think
that the Atlantic Qcean became the main
route of the siave trade?

same time, Tippu Tih organized an empire in
the eastern Congo (today Zaire). It was built
on the vory trade and the slave trade.

African diaspora. The slave trade sent
millions of Africans overseas. This scattering
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British Caribbean
Spanish America

British North America
and United States
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Beutce; The Atlantic Slave dee, A Census by Philip D, Curtin, 1968,

_“:'between 1“?61 and 1810? :

i%mm akezm Statustrcs about the number of énslaved Africans who were
: k}rc;ught for the Americas ale very rough estimatss. Historians: have worked
f-' Cwith sketchy recorcis to recreate & picture of the Atlantic slave trade.

! %Ta whlch thrae areas were the iargest number of glaves sent in 180{}’? _
Approxtmateiy how many. ensiaved Afncans were brought to the Amencas

of people, called a diaspora (di as pub ruhy,
brought great suffering to those who were
taken captive. The survivors, however, strug-
gled to hold on 1o their culture. The African
diaspora spread the ideas, customs, and be-
liefs of African peoples to other regions of the
world. African musical traditions, proverhs,
foods, religious beliefs, and artistic styles all
enriched the cultures of these regions. (See
Giobal Connections on page 154.)

Sierra Leone and Liberia. As slavery was
abolished, some Africans returned to the con-
tinent where they or their ancestors had been
born. In 1787, the British set up a colony in
West Africa for freed slaves. The colony was
called Sierra Leone. Later, free blacks from the
United States organized Liberia. Liberia be-
came independent in 1847, despite many
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obstacles. At this time, Furopeans were ex-
panding their influence all across Africa.

SECTION

1. kgentify: (a) Mirambo, (b} Tipou Tib.

2. befine: (a) abolition, {b) diaspora.

3. What motives led Europeans to explore the
coast of Africa in the 1400s7?

4. Understanding Causes and Effects
{a) How did scarcity of labor in the
Americas encourage the Atlantic slave
trade? (b) Explain one other cause of the
slave trade.

5. Writing Across Cultures List two ways in
which slavery and the siave trade affected
Africa. List two ways in which they affected
the United States.



